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The region’s first and only 

community brewery 
 

Drone Valley Brewery Ltd is a brewery with a difference: it is registered with 
the FCA as a Community Benefit Society (CBS). The usual CBS model is of a 
village shop or pub being saved by, and for, the local population. An example is 
the Angler’s Rest at Bamford.  

The Drone Valley Brewery is the only example in the UK that is a standalone 
brewery. It is owned and managed by its membership through an elected and 
accountable management committee. We are interested in both brewing high 
quality beers and making a significant and enduring contribution for local 
people of all generations. Our products will be marketed to licensed premises 
in the locality, at competitive prices. The brewery will operate from premises 
in Unstone, on the river Drone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision Statement 
 

 To run a brewery owned 
and managed by the local 
community which supplies 
quality beers to local 
outlets. 
 

 

 To support local good 
causes by donating a 
portion of our profits to 
them. 
 

 

 To use the brewery 
business to support local 
people by improving career 
prospects with skills 
training, work experience 
and employment 
opportunities. 
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A brief history of 

Drone Valley Brewery 
 

In the autumn of 2014, a few locals were reflecting on the sale of the original 

Spire brewery in Chesterfield and that its award winning beers would no 

longer be available. Each had an interest in brewing as well as a volunteering 

spirit. Add to this a strong feeling for localism and an available commercially 

experienced brewer, and the idea of a volunteer-run brewery was sparked. 

A public meeting was held and the first members were signed up. Suitable 
premises were found after over six months and much searching. With support 
from the Plunkett Foundation, the group became registered with the Financial 
Conduct Authority in July 2015, as a member owned Community Benefit 
Society. A copy of the Society Rules are available on the website. 
 

The first Investor Prospectus was released in October 2015 and sufficient funds 

were raised to complete the initial refurbishment of the unit at Unstone and to 

install the brewing equipment. The original entry level to invest was £250. On 

the basis of feedback and an intention to attract younger investors this has 

been reduced to £100. (See pages 5 and 6). The same dividend applies. 

The brewery is appropriately sited on the banks of the mighty River Drone. 

Special thanks go to our landlord, Kelly Holdings for their practical support. 

An elected management committee is in place which meets regularly and 

keeps members up to date with progress. It includes brewers, builders, 

engineers, business developers, marketeers, teachers and IT expertise. There 

are currently nine committee members, supported by our brewing consultant 

(Dave McLaren), a local accountant, and the local CAMRA officer. 

Volunteer members have been active in helping to establish the brewery. 

Members have spent many hours of skilled and general labour. Local 

contractors have also been generous with their services and support. 

The first six brews will include the 'cuckoo' brews produced at Barlow that 

went down so well last year (DVB IPA, Gosforth Gold and Fanshawe Blonde), 

plus three new brews, named by our members. 

Additional work at the brewery is required to enhance our offering and to 

allow members more opportunities to get involved. 
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What has been 

achieved so far? 
 

 Three successful brews have been produced to our own recipes. 
 DVB IPA was the quickest to sell out at the 2015 Three Valleys Beer Festival. 
 Gosforth Gold was so popular, it had sold out before many got to try it. 
 Fanshawe Blonde sold so fast at the Chesterfield Market Beer Festival that it was 

taken off the bar four times to give more people a chance to enjoy it. 
 A series of roadshows grew support from 100 to 160 Members in just 6 weeks. 
 To date, members have invested over £26,000 in shares/loans. 
 Initial refurbishment has been done within budget; to a higher specification. 
 Our business plan and financial forecasts for the first 2 years of operation have 

been tested. 
 We have earned a bursary from the Plunkett Foundation which helps successful 

community benefit societies.  
 We have well supported social media presence (email, website, Facebook group, 

Twitter feed). 
 Several local press articles have promoted our progress and we have the support 

of the local MP and councillors. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funds Raised 
 

We have successfully raised sufficient funds 
to get us started via the following:  
 

 Over 160 members have joined, each 
paying £10. 

 Meeting our target of £26000 initial 
investment from shares/loans 

 Revenue from three cask brews: Drone 
Valley IPA, launched in June 2015 and 
featured in several pubs at the Three 
Valleys Beer festival; Gosforth Gold which 
was launched in July and Fanshawe 
Blonde in October  

 Drone Valley Brewery T and polo-shirts, 
fleeces and Growlers which we have sold 
on at a profit. 

 A Bursary from the Plunkett Foundation. 

 Positive return on VAT registration. 
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What is the 

fundraising target? 
 

We set an ambition to raise a minimum of £49,000 to get started, and a 
further £21,000 to build up working capital and see us safely through the first 
year of trading. Thanks to sound financial management, keeping costs down, 
the generosity of volunteer labour, and local suppliers and contractors, our 
initial set-up costs have been halved. This prospectus invites additional 
investment only up to a maximum of £49,000. The additional £21,000 is no 
longer a necessity.  

The first task was to raise sufficient funds to refurbish the unit, purchase and 
install the brewing equipment. This has been achieved. Additional funds will 
build a cold room, visitor/training centre and staff room. It will also go towards 
acquiring 300 branded casks, bottling capability, more fermenting vessels, 
working capital and transport. 

We will continue to pursue any grant funding that may become available. 

 

What is the 

minimum & maximum investment? 
 

To become an investor, you must be a member. The membership fee is £10; £1 

of which buys you an ordinary share and a member vote. All members have a 

single vote. Only members can access brewery benefits, discounts and 

opportunities. 

 

The first prospectus issued withdrawable investor shares with an entry level of 

£250. This entry level has now been reduced to £100. You can of course buy 

as many shares as you wish, and groups of individuals can jointly buy shares. 

 

Withdrawable shares do not afford any greater say in the management of the 

brewery. Each ordinary shareholder member has one vote and an equal 

influence on the society. 

 

There is no set maximum investment, but any application for withdrawable 

shares in excess of £5,000 will be approved at the discretion of the 

management committee. Depending on the level of share interest, the 

management committee shall decide when shares may be withdrawn but this 

shall not be less than three years from the original share offer. 
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What is the 

return on investment? 
 

Within the rules of the society (registered with the FCA) the return on 
investment is limited to 2.0% above the Bank of England base rate. This will 
not be a variable rate of return, but fixed at the time of issue as 2.5% per 
annum. Be aware that this is a ‘pioneer’ investment opportunity: there is a 
real risk that you may lose your money if the brewery fails. 

We have advance assurance from HMRC that the business is eligible within the  
Seed Enterprise Investment Scheme (SEIS). This would mean that any 
purchases of shares may qualify for income tax relief equal to 50% of the 
amount invested. The society is not able to advise members on tax issues and 
it will be each investor’s responsibility to make their own enquiries and to 
satisfy themselves as to their own eligibility to claim such tax relief. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What if I want to 

withdraw my shares? 
Investor shares will be locked in for a minimum of three years. Investors will 
normally be able to apply to withdraw all or some shares subject to current 
trading conditions. The management committee reserves the right to defer 
withdrawal of share capital where this would have an adverse impact on the 
running of the business.  

We anticipate there may be a waiting list for shareholdings in which case 
investors who wish to withdraw would have their shares passed on to those on 
the waiting list in the first instance. 
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How can I contact you to 

invest in the brewery? 
 

Email:    chair@dronevalleybrewery.com 
Website:   www.dronevalleybrewery.com 
Twitter:   @DroneValleyBrew 
Facebook:  Drone Valley Brewery 
 
 
 

The transformation of a unit 

into your community brewery 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 

 

http://www.dronevalleybrewery.com/


 
 
 

8 
 

With  

grateful thanks 
 

 

Refurbishment volunteers 
Adam, Ash, Bob, Chris, Colin, Dave H, Dave Mc, Diane, Jez, John B, John H, Pete B, 
Pete H, Phil, Richard, Steve C, Tony. 

 

Marketing and promotions 

Allan, Bill, David, Elaine, Emma, Jane, Sarah, Scott, Simon, Trish. 

 

Contractors and suppliers 
Building Energy Control, Domestic Appliances, E&H Steel, Innovate Electrical 
Contractors, Jewson, SJM Motors, Sterling Pipework, T&T Automation, Thackeray 
Accountancy. 

 

Roadshow hosts and active supporters 
Alehouse, Beer Parlour, Beer Stop, Blind Badger, CAMRA, Coach and Horses, 
Dronfield Woodhouse Sports & Social Club, Ferndale garden centre, Fleur de Lys, 
Hamish and the Boy, Horse and Jockey, Hyde Park Inn, Kelham Island Tavern, 
Miners Arms (Hundall), Miners Arms (Carr Lane), Natasha Engel (MP), NDVA, New 
Leaf garden centre, Pioneer Club, Plunkett Foundation, Royal Oak, Rutland Arms, 
Sheaf View, Talbot, Three Tuns, Toby Carvery, Travellers Rest. 

 

Special thanks to 
Danny and Ashley of Kelly Holdings/Plant Hire, Glyn at Barlow brewery and Bill 
Best. 

 

 


